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1898

As the pace of industrialization accelerated and became 
m ore com m onp lace arou nd the start of the 20th centu ry, 

one of the b iggest im p edim ents to grow th and p rogress 

w as the ab ility to acqu ire cap ital to constru ct b u ildings 

and p rodu ction facil ities.  

T herefore, enterp rising b u siness actors estab lished a credit 

u nion for  indu str ial  p rop erty in  1898. Doing so m ade it 

p ossib le to take ou t p rop erty m ortgages and finance 

op erational costs, thu s p roviding m u ch-needed financing 

for  Danish b u sinesses and indu stry in  p articu lar.  

2030



In 2009, the foundation restructured its operating model 
and got its cu rrent nam e, the Danish I ndu stry Fou ndation. 

Since then, the fou ndation has b een dedicated solely to 

p hilanthrop ic activities p rom oting the com p etitiveness of 

Danish com p anies.

T oday, the Danish I ndu stry Fou ndation’s annu al grant 

allocations am ou nt to DK K  250 M ill ion. W ith this as ou r  

p oint of dep artu re, w e look forw ard to 2030, w here ou r  

focu s on su stainab le p rodu ction, cyb ersecu rity, 

internationalization, and u til ization of new  technologies 

w ill  assist in  m aintaining Denm ark ’s p osition as one of the 

w orld’s m ost com p etitive nations.

1898 2030



DKK 5 bn .
w EALTH



DKK 250 m.
GRANTS



ACTIVE GRANTS

DKK 1 Bn .

pr oj eCTS

120
The Danish Industry Foundation is a 
com m itted p hilanthropic fou ndation 
w hich str ives to ensu re that each and 
every single Danish crow n granted 
resu lts in  ap p lied know ledge and 
activities that have a p ositive im p act on 
Denm ark ’s com p etitiveness. 

T he Danish I ndu stry 
Fou ndation’s secretar iat



The board of directors

LARS-PETER SØBYE

C hairperson
Since 2023

Tor ben  M. An der sen

Depu ty chair
Since 2023

Git t e Kir k egaa r d

Board m em ber
Since 2023

MARIE-LOUISE BJERG

Board m em ber
Since 2018

LISBET THYGE FRANDSEN

Board m em ber
Since 2011

MIKAEL BAY HANSEN

Board m em ber
Since 2020



The Danish Industry Foundation’s 
target grou p  inclu des all  Danish 
com p anies. H istorically how ever, the 
fou ndation has had a p articu lar  focu s 
on strengthening the com p etitiveness 
of SM Es and entrep reneu rs that have 
the p otential  to create grow th. 

T arget grou p
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Resea r c h  an d h igh er  
educ a t ion  in s t it ut ion s

Pr iv a t e 
ac t or S

Or gan iza t ion s
et c .

Publ ic  bus in ess  
dev el opmen t

ot h er s

 Universities

 V ocational training schools, 

colleges, etc.

 T he Danish R esearch and 

T echnology O rganizations 

(G T S)

 C onsu ltants

 Banks, accou ntants, law yers

 Bu siness and board netw orks

 T hink tanks

 Bu siness organisations

 O ther organizations

 C lu ster  and netw ork 

organizations

 Bu siness H u bs and Bu siness 

Service

 I nnovation centers, bu siness 

developm ent, investm ent 

prom otion

 T he m edia

 M inistr ies/Au thorities

 M u seu m s, visitor  centres, 

em bassies, etc.

Accessing our target group(s)



Enhance the 
com petitiveness

of the Danish 
bu siness sector

miss ion

k n ow l edge
c ompet en c es
in n ov a t ion



Sustainable
produ ction 30

Number of  ac t iv e pr oj ec t s

DKK 281 m.
Wor k in g capit a l

T he Danish I ndu stry Fou ndation’s vision is 
that Denm ark has the w orld’s m ost 
su stainab le produ ction sector .  T he 
fou ndation is a central actor in realising this
vision b ased on its philanthropic activities. 

O u r m ission is to transform su stainab le
produ ction into a com petitive advantage for  
the Danish b u siness sector . 



the ressource -saving, clim ate-fr iendly and regenerative creation of 
p rodu cts and solu tions that m eets the needs of the p resent 
w ithou t com p rom ising the needs of the fu tu re. T his m eans:

 Minimising and regenerate the footprint from  indu str ial
p rocesses and valu e chains on clim ate and environm ent.

 Develop business models and new solutions that
strenghtens su stainab ility and circu lar ity. 

 Furthering transparency , throu gh data and inform ation.

W e define su stainab le
produ ction as…



The need for  a 
circu lar
econom y



The need for  a 
circu lar
econom y



The prom ise of circu lar econom y

Competitive advantage : m ore valu e, innovation, asset m anagem ent, 
su pply r isk  redu ction, cu stom er loyalty, staff m otivation 

Sustainability: Ab ou t 50% less C O 2 em issions, less w aste and low er 
environm ental im pact

Jobs: 2 million EU jobs by 2030

Savings: U p to €1.8 trillion cou ld b e saved per  year  

Resource resilience b y saving resou rces 

Eu ropean C om m ission, E llen M acArthu r Fou ndation (EM F), C ircle Econom y, 
W R AP and Accentu re)



Circularity Gap 
Alliance



Denmark is 4% 
circu lar



The eu ropean
agenda

C ircu lar ity is an integral p art of the 
G reen N ew  Deal, e.g. em b edded in the:

 C orp orate Su stainab ility Rep orting 
Directive (C SRD)

 Environm ental p rodu ct design and 
transp arency (Ecodesign/digital 
produ ct pasp ort)
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Denmark’s
SM Es are
com petitive

 Lisb on C ou ncil  – T he G reen, Digital  
and C om p etitive SM E Index - 2023 
Edition

https://gdc.lisboncouncil.net/
https://gdc.lisboncouncil.net/
https://gdc.lisboncouncil.net/


But not in relation to circu lar
econom y

Eu robarom eter  Flash 2021: ”SM Es, green m arkets and resou rce efficiency – Denm ark”



Few com panies
are w orking
extensively on 
circu lar ity
 Su rvey am ong Danish indu str ial

SM E’s: M ål, Indsatser  &  Sam arb ejde, 
A T V , 2023. 
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sus t a in abl e 
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Pr oduc t ion

Sus t a in abl e 
Pr oduc t ion

Climate -ready produ ction 
com panies

 8,500 Danish production SMEs to be made ‘climate -ready’.
Digital learning platform will provide SMEs with an 
overview of their own CO2 emissions, reduction options 
and communication.

 The project will assist companies in reducing their CO2 
emissions and being ready to meet requirements from 
customers, investors, employees and the authorities. 

Decoupling  Sustainable production will be the driving force in Danish 
manufacturing companies’ leadership, strategy and 
business models. 

 The project will enhance the industry’s work with 
sustainable production via efforts that contribute actively 
to decoupling economic growth from environmental and 
climate stresses with a focus on the value chain. 

 The project supports Danish companies in working in a 
more data -driven way with sustainability. 

Ready-2-LOOP  Danish companies will transform themselves in line with 
a more circular economy. 

 The project focuses primarily on production companies 
in Denmark. 

 Ready-2-LOOP focuses on companies’ value chains in 
order to develop more circular production, business and 
partnership models. 

Amoun t : DKK 40 M.  

amoun t : DKK 32 m. 

amoun t : DKK 9.3 m. 



sus t a in abl e 
Pr oduc t ion

sus t a in abl e 
Pr oduc t ion

Sus t a in abl e 
Pr oduc t ion

Fremtidens  Bæredygtige 
Forretningsm odeller

• To help Danish companies create the sustainable service 
concepts of the future.

• To support close collaborations in companies' value
chains , with a particular focus on sustainability , take-back 
schemes, and the extension of product lifetimes .

• To support industrial companies in developing robust 
service concepts that can enhance competitiveness , 
profitability , and customer retention."

Danish AM Hub • To enhance the competitiveness of Danish companies 
through 3D printing and other additive manufacturing 
technologies.

• To inspire more companies to work with new technology 
as a means to increase productivity.

• To make additive manufacturing a path towards 
sustainable production in the Danish manufacturing 
sector.

Zero Waste • To help Danish companies organize themselves as 
effectively as possible in the fight against unused waste 
and pollution.

• To assist Danish companies in mapping their waste and 
production of waste – and help them reduce both.

• To outline profitable future scenarios for the 
participating companies.

Amoun t : DKK 20 M.  

amoun t : DKK 90 m. (2017-2026) 

amoun t : DKK 24.5 m. 



h t t ps :/ / w w w .yout ube.c om/ w a t c h ?t ime_c on t in
ue=50&v =l EDl FADQj k Q&embeds_r ef er r in g_eur i=
h t t ps%3A%2F%2Fr eady2l oop.or g%2F&f ea t ur e=
emb_l ogo



In dus t r ien s f on d.dk Sign  up on l in e / c ompan y / in dus t r ien s -f on d / in dus t r ien s f on d in f o@in dus t r ien sf on d.dk (+45) 70 20 92 08

Stay in  tou ch

Webs it e n ew s l et t er Lin k edin Fac ebook E-ma il Ph on e

https://dk.linkedin.com/company/industriens-fond
https://www.facebook.com/IndustriensFond/
http://www.industriensfond.dk/
mailto:info@industriensfond.dk
https://industriensfond.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d7387cdc7122fa210c40ce6a1&id=054e3b5342
http://www.industriensfond.dk/
https://industriensfond.us3.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=d7387cdc7122fa210c40ce6a1&id=054e3b5342
https://dk.linkedin.com/company/industriens-fond
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mailto:info@industriensfond.dk
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https://www.facebook.com/IndustriensFond/
mailto:info@industriensfond.dk
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